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Supreme Court rules ex-presidents have broad immunity, dimming 
chance of a pre-election Trump trial 


The Supreme Court opinion in former President Donald Trump's immunity case is photographed Monday, July 1, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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By MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court on Mon- 
day ruled for the first time 
that 
former 
presidents 
have broad immunity from 
prosecution, extending the 
delay in the Washington 
criminal case against Don- 
ald Trump on charges he 
plotted to overturn his 2020 
presidential election loss 
and all but ending pros- 
pects the former president 
could be tried before the 
November election. 
In a historic 6-3 ruling, the 
court's conservative major- 
ity, including the three jus- 
tices appointed by Trump, 
narrowed the case against 
him and returned it to the 
trial court to determine 
what is left of special coun- 
sel Jack Smith's indictment. 
The court's decision in a 
second major Trump case 
this term, along with its rul- 
ing rejecting efforts to bar 
him from the ballot be- 
cause of his actions fol- 
lowing the 2020 election, 
underscores the role the 
justices are playing in the 
November election. The 
court last week also lim- 
ited an obstruction charge 
faced by Trump and used 
against hundreds of his 
supporters who stormed 
the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. 
"Under our constitutional 
structure 
of 
separated 
powers, the nature of presi- 
dential power entitles a 
former president to abso- 
lute immunity from crimi- 


nal prosecution for actions 
within his conclusive and 
preclusive 
constitutional 
authority," 
Chief 
Justice 
John Roberts wrote for the 
court. "And he is entitled 
to at least presumptive im- 
munity from prosecution for 
all his official acts. There is 
no immunity for unofficial 
acts." 
Roberts insisted that the 
president "is not above the 
law." But in a fiery dissent 


for the court's three liberals, 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
wrote, "In every use of offi- 
cial power, the President is 
now a king above the law." 
Reading from her opinion in 
the courtroom, Sotomayor 
said, "Because our Con- 
stitution does not shield a 
former president from an- 
swering for criminal and 
treasonous acts, I dissent." 
Sotomayor said the deci- 
sion "makes a mockery of 


the principle, foundational 
to our Constitution and sys- 
tem of government, that 
no man is above the law." 
The protection afforded 
presidents by the court, 
she said, "is just as bad as it 
sounds, and it is baseless." 
Trump posted in all capital 
letters on his social media 
network shortly after the 
decision was released: "BIG 
WIN FOR OUR CONSTITU- 
TION AND DEMOCRACY. 


PROUD TO BE AN AMERI- 
CAN!" 
Smith's office declined to 
comment on the ruling. 
President Joe Biden's cam- 
paign said in a statement 
that the Supreme Court's 
immunity 
ruling 
"doesn't 
change the facts" about 
the events of Jan. 6. 
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Supreme Court rules ex-presidents have broad immunity, dimming 
chance of a pre-election Trump trial 


Continued from Front 


Senate 
Majority 
Lead- 
er Chuck Schumer de- 
nounced 
the 
ruling 
as 
"a 
disgraceful 
decision," 
made with the help of the 
three justices that Trump 
appointed. 
"It 
undermines 
SCOTUS's 
credibility and suggests po- 
litical influence trumps all in 
our courts today," the New 
York Democrat said on X. 
The justices knocked out 
one aspect of the indict- 
ment. The opinion found 
Trump is "absolutely im- 
mune" from prosecution for 
alleged conduct involving 
discussions with the Justice 
Department. 
Trump is also "at least pre- 
sumptively immune" from 
allegations that he tried 
to pressure Vice President 
Mike Pence to reject cer- 
tification of Democrat Joe 
Biden's electoral vote win 
on Jan. 6, 2021. Prosecutors 
can try to make the case 
that Trump's pressure on 
Pence still can be part of 
the case against him, Rob- 
erts wrote. 
The court directed a fact- 
finding analysis on one of 
the more striking allega- 
tions in the indictment -- 
that 
Trump 
participated 
in a scheme to enlist fake 
electors 
in 
battleground 
states won by Biden who 
would falsely assert that 
Trump had won. Both sides 
had dramatically different 
interpretations as to wheth- 
er that effort could be con- 
strued as official, and the 
conservative justices said 
determining which side is 
correct would require ad- 
ditional analysis at the trial 
court level. 
Roberts' 
opinion 
further 
restricted prosecutors by 
prohibiting them from us- 
ing any official acts as evi- 
dence in trying to prove a 
president's unofficial ac- 
tions violated the law. 
One example not relevant 
to this case but which 
came up in arguments was 
the hypothetical payment 
of a bribe in return for an 
ambassadorial 
appoint- 
ment. 
Under Monday's decision, 
a former president could 
be prosecuted for accept- 


ing a bribe, but prosecutors 
could not mention the offi- 
cial act, the appointment, 
in their case. 
Justice Amy Coney Bar- 
rett, who joined the rest of 
Roberts' 
opinion, 
parted 
company on this point. 
"The Constitution does not 
require blinding juries to the 
circumstances surrounding 
conduct for which Presi- 
dents can be held liable," 
Barrett wrote. 
The work of figuring out 
how to proceed will fall to 
U.S. District Judge Tanya 
Chutkan, who would pre- 
side over Trump's trial. 
Trump still could face a 
trial, said Notre Dame law 
professor Derek Muller. "But 
the fact remains that it is al- 
most impossible to happen 
before the election." 
David Becker, an election 
law expert and the execu- 
tive director of the nonprofit 
Center for Election Innova- 
tion and Research, called 
the breadth of immunity 
granted to Trump "incred- 
ibly broad" and "deeply dis- 
turbing." 
"Almost anything that a 
president does with the ex- 
ecutive branch is charac- 
terized as an official act," 
he said on a call with re- 
porters following the ruling. 
He said that "for any unscru- 
pulous individual holding 
the seat of the Oval Office 
who might lose an election, 


the way I read this opinion 
is it could be a roadmap 
for them seeking to stay in 
power." 
The ruling was the last of 
the term, and it came more 
than two months after the 
court heard arguments, far 
slower than in other epic 
high court cases involving 
the presidency, including 
the Watergate tapes case. 
The 
Republican 
former 
president has denied doing 
anything wrong and has 
said this prosecution and 
three others are politically 
motivated to try to keep 
him from returning to the 
White House. 
In May, Trump became the 
first former president to be 
convicted of a felony, in 
a New York court. He was 
found guilty of falsifying 
business records to cover 
up a hush money payment 
made during the 2016 pres- 
idential election to a porn 
actor who says she had sex 
with him, which he denies. 
He still faces three other in- 
dictments. 
Smith is leading the two 
federal 
probes 
of 
the 
former president, both of 
which have led to criminal 
charges. The Washington 
case focuses on Trump's 
alleged efforts to overturn 
the 2020 election after he 
lost to Biden. The case in 
Florida revolves around the 
mishandling of classified 


documents. 
A separate case, in Geor- 
gia, also turns on Trump's 
actions after his defeat in 
2020. 
If Trump's Washington trial 
does not take place be- 
fore the 2024 election and 
he is not given another four 
years in the White House, 
he presumably would stand 
trial soon thereafter. 
But if he wins, he could ap- 
point an attorney general 
who would seek the dismiss- 
al of this case and the other 
federal prosecution he fac- 
es. He could also attempt 
to pardon himself if he re- 
claims the White House. He 
could not pardon himself 
for the conviction in state 
court in New York. 
Justice Clarence Thomas 
wrote a separate opinion 
saying that he believed 
Smith's 
appointment 
as 
special counsel was ille- 
gitimate. No other justice 
signed onto that opinion, 
but the question took cent- 
er stage in recent argu- 
ments in the Florida case 
over classified documents. 
The Supreme Court that 
heard the case included 
three justices appointed 
by Trump — Neil Gorsuch, 
Brett Kavanaugh and Bar- 
rett — and two justices who 
opted not to step aside af- 
ter questions were raised 
about their impartiality. 
Thomas' wife, Ginni, at- 


tended the rally near the 
White House where Trump 
spoke on Jan. 6, 2021, 
though she did not go the 
Capitol when a mob of 
Trump supporters attacked 
it soon after. Following the 
2020 election, she called 
the outcome a "heist" and 
exchanged messages with 
then-White House chief of 
staff Mark Meadows, urg- 
ing him to stand firm with 
Trump as he falsely claimed 
that there was widespread 
election fraud. 
Justice Samuel Alito said 
there was no reason for 
him to step aside from the 
cases following reports by 
The New York Times that 
said flags similar to those 
carried by the Jan. 6 rioters 
flew above his homes in Vir- 
ginia and on the New Jer- 
sey shore. His wife, Martha- 
Ann Alito, was responsible 
for flying both the inverted 
American flag in Janu- 
ary 2021 and the "Appeal 
to Heaven" banner in the 
summer of 2023, he said in 
letters to Democratic law- 
makers responding to their 
recusal demands. 
Trump's 
trial 
had 
been 
scheduled to begin March 
4, but that was before he 
sought 
court-sanctioned 
delays and a full review 
of the issue by the nation's 
highest court. 
Before the Supreme Court 
got involved, a trial judge 
and a three-judge appel- 
late panel had ruled unani- 
mously that Trump could 
be prosecuted for actions 
undertaken while in the 
White House and in the run- 
up to Jan. 6. 
"For the purpose of this 
criminal case, former Presi- 
dent Trump has become 
citizen Trump, with all of 
the defenses of any other 
criminal defendant," the 
appeals court wrote in 
February. "But any execu- 
tive immunity that may 
have protected him while 
he served as President no 
longer protects him against 
this prosecution." 
Chutkan 
ruled 
against 
Trump's immunity claim in 
December. In her ruling, 
Chutkan said the office 
of the president "does not 
confer a lifelong 'get-out- 
of-jail-free' pass."q 


Gary Roush of College Park, Md., and left, and Bill Christeson protest Monday, July 1, 2024, outside 
the Supreme Court in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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House Republicans sue Attorney General Garland over access to 
Biden special counsel interview audio 


By FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — House 
Republicans on Monday filed 
a lawsuit against Attorney 
General Merrick Garland for 
the audio recording of Presi- 
dent Joe Biden's interview 
with a special counsel in his 
classified documents case, 
asking the courts to enforce 
their subpoena and reject 
the White House's effort to 
withhold the materials from 
Congress. 
The lawsuit filed by the House 
Judiciary Committee marks 
Republicans' latest broad- 
side against the Justice De- 
partment as partisan conflict 
over the rule of law animates 
the 2024 presidential cam- 
paign. The legal action 
comes weeks after the White 
House blocked Garland from 
releasing the audio record- 
ing to Congress by asserting 
executive privilege. 
Republicans in the House re- 
sponded by voting to make 
Garland the third attorney 
general in U.S. history to be 
held in contempt of Con- 
gress. But the Justice Depart- 
ment refused to take up the 
contempt referral, citing the 
agency's "longstanding posi- 
tion and uniform practice" to 
not prosecute officials who 
don't comply with subpoe- 
nas because of a president's 
claim of executive privilege. 
The lawsuit states that Speak- 
er Mike Johnson, R-La., made 
a "last-ditch effort" last week 
to Garland to resolve the is- 
sue without taking legal ac- 
tion but the attorney general 


referred the Republicans to 
the White House, which re- 
buffed the "effort to find a 
solution to this impasse." 
Garland has defended the 
Justice Department, say- 
ing officials have gone to 
extraordinary 
lengths 
to 
provide information to the 
committees about special 
counsel Robert Hur's classi- 
fied documents investiga- 
tion, including a transcript 
of Biden's interview with him. 
The congressional inquiry be- 
gan with the release of Hur's 
report in February, which 
found evidence that Biden, 
a Democrat, willfully retained 
and shared highly classified 
information when he was a 
private citizen. Yet the spe- 


cial counsel concluded that 
criminal charges were not 
warranted. 
Republicans, incensed by 
Hur's decision, issued a sub- 
poena for audio of his inter- 
views with Biden during the 
spring. But the Justice De- 
partment turned over only 
some of the records, leav- 
ing out audio of the interview 
with the president. 
"The audio recordings, not 
the cold transcripts, are the 
best available evidence of 
how President Biden present- 
ed himself during the inter- 
view," the lawsuit reads. "The 
Committee thus needs those 
recordings to assess the Spe- 
cial Counsel's characteriza- 
tion of the President, which 


he and White House lawyers 
have forcefully disputed, 
and ultimate recommen- 
dation that President Biden 
should not be prosecuted." 
On the last day to comply 
with the Republicans' sub- 
poena for the audio, the 
White House blocked the 
release by invoking execu- 
tive privilege. It said that Re- 
publicans in Congress only 
wanted the recordings "to 
chop them up" and use them 
for political purposes. 
But Republicans maintain 
that access to both the au- 
dio recordings and the tran- 
scripts are warranted to de- 
termine if legislative reforms 
need to be put in place for 
the storage, handling and 


disclosure of sensitive docu- 
ments by members of the ex- 
ecutive branch. Prolonging 
the investigation also keeps 
attention on parts of Hur's 
report that were politically 
damaging to Biden as he 
seeks reelection against for- 
mer President Donald Trump, 
the presumptive GOP nomi- 
nee, in November. 
Beyond the bitingly critical 
assessment of Biden's han- 
dling of sensitive government 
records, Hur offered unflat- 
tering characterizations of 
the Democratic president's 
memory in his report, spark- 
ing fresh questions about his 
competency and age that 
cut at voters' most deep- 
seated concerns about the 
81-year-old seeking a sec- 
ond term. 
"We need the audio record- 
ings and the transcripts," Rep. 
Jim Jordan, the GOP chair 
of the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee, said during a hearing 
Thursday. "Put simply, they 
are the best evidence of 
the president's mental state." 
Executive privilege gives 
presidents the right to keep 
information from the courts, 
Congress and the public to 
protect the confidentiality of 
decision-making, though it 
can be challenged in court. 
Administrations of both ma- 
jor political parties have long 
held the position that officials 
who assert a president's 
claim of executive privilege 
can't be prosecuted for con- 
tempt of Congress, a Justice 
Department official told Re- 
publicans last month.q 


Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a news conference at the Department of Justice 
headquarters in Washington, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Appeals court allows part of Biden student 
loan repayment plan to go forward 


By ANNIE MA 
AP Education Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
federal appeals court has 
allowed the U.S. Educa- 
tion Department to move 
ahead with a plan to lower 
monthly payments for mil- 
lions of student loan bor- 
rowers, putting on hold a 
ruling last week by a lower 
court. 
The ruling from the 10th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
puts back on track a cen- 
tral part of President Joe 
Biden’s efforts to address 


student debt — a rule that 
lowers from 10% of discre- 
tionary income to 5% the 
amount that some borrow- 
ers qualifying for a repay- 
ment plan need to pay. 
The 
reduced 
payment 
threshold was set to take ef- 
fect July 1, but federal judg- 
es in Kansas and Missouri 
last week blocked much 
of the administration’s stu- 
dent loan repayment plan 
in two separate rulings. The 
ruling on Sunday means 
the department can move 
ahead with the reduced 


payments already calcu- 
lated while it pursues an 
appeal. 
The rulings have created 
a difficult environment for 
borrowers to navigate, said 
Persis Yu, deputy executive 
director of the Student Bor- 
rower Protection Center, 
which advocates for elimi- 
nating student debt. The 
stay granted by the 10th 
Circuit is temporary, Yu said, 
leaving many borrowers in 
the dark about future finan- 
cial obligations.“Borrowers 
are having to make deci- 


sions right now about their 
financial lives, and they 
don’t know the very basic 


information that they need 
in order to make informed 
decisions,” Yu said.q 


President Joe Biden speaks about student loan debt relief at 
Delaware State University, Oct. 21, 2022, in Dover, Del. 
Associated Press 
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Florida prosecutors knew Epstein raped teenage girls 2 years 
before cutting deal, transcript shows 


By TERRY SPENCER 
Associated Press 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) 
— Florida prosecutors heard 
graphic testimony about 
how the late millionaire 
and financier Jeffrey Epstein 
sexually assaulted teenage 
girls two years before they 
cut a plea deal, according 
to transcripts released Mon- 
day of the 2006 grand jury 
investigation. 
The transcripts were at the 
center of a court battle for 
about a decade after me- 
dia investigations into Ep- 
stein's ties to the rich and 
the powerful seems to have 
allowed him to continue to 
rape and sex traffic teenag- 
ers without ever being sent 
to prison or serving a serious 
jail term. 
The judge's release of the 
approximately 150 pages 
came as a surprise as he 
had scheduled a hearing 
for next week on when and 
how to release them. Gov. 
Ron DeSantis had signed 
a bill in February allowing 
the release on Monday or 
any time thereafter that 
Circuit Judge Luis Delgado 
ordered. 
The transcripts show that the 
grand jury heard testimony 
that Epstein, who was then 
in his 40s, had raped teen- 
age girls as young as 14 at 
his Palm Beach mansion. 
The teenagers testified and 
told detectives they were 
also paid to find him more 
girls. 


"The details in the record will 
be outrageous to decent 
people," Delgado wrote 
in his order. "The testimony 
taken by the Grand Jury 
concerns activity ranging 
from grossly unacceptable 
to rape — all of the conduct 
at issue is sexually deviant, 
disgusting, and criminal." 
After the grand jury investi- 
gation, Epstein cut a deal 
with South Florida federal 
prosecutors in 2008 that al- 
lowed him to escape more 
severe 
federal 
charges 
and instead plead guilty to 
state charges of procuring 
a person under 18 for pros- 
titution and solicitation of 
prostitution. It's long been 
criticized as too lenient. He 
was sentenced to 1.5 years 
in the Palm Beach County 


jail system, followed by a 
year of house arrest. He was 
required to register as a sex 
offender. 
That deal has been widely 
criticized as too lenient. 
According to the transcripts, 
Palm Beach Police Detec- 
tive Joe Recarey testified in 
July 2006 that the initial in- 
vestigation began when a 
woman reported in March 
2005 that her stepdaughter 
who was in high school at 
the time said she received 
$300 in exchange for "sexual 
activity with a man in Palm 
Beach," Recarey testified. 
Another teenager, whose 
name was redacted in the 
transcript, told detectives 
that she was 17 years old 
when she was approached 
by a friend who said she 


could make $200 by provid- 
ing a massage at Epstein's 
home. At the house, the 
teen was led to a room by 
an Epstein assistant, and a 
short time later, Epstein en- 
tered and demanded that 
she remove her clothes. 
She complied and started 
the massage. When Epstein 
tried touching her, she told 
him she was uncomfortable. 
Epstein then told her that he 
would pay her if she brought 
other "girls" to his home. She 
agreed to do so, accord- 
ing to the October 2005 
interview with detectives 
recounted by Recarey. 
"And he told her, 'The 
younger, the better,'" Rec- 
arey said. 
When she brought over a 
23-year-old friend, Epstein 
told her that the friend was 
too old. Over time, the teen 
brought six friends from her 
high school over to Epstein's 
home, including a 14-year- 
old girl, the detective said. 
The teen, who likened her- 
self to Hollywood Madame 
Heidi Fleiss to detectives, 
explained that the girls un- 
derstood what they were 
getting into. She received 
$200 every time she brought 
over a friend and a rental 
car paid by Epstein. 
"The more you did, the more 
money you made," the de- 
tective said the teen told 
him. "She explained that 
there was going to be a 
massage or some possible 
touching, and you would 


have to provide the mas- 
sage either topless or na- 
ked." Epstein in 2018 was 
charged with federal sex 
trafficking crimes in New 
York — where he also had 
a mansion that was a scene 
of abuse — after the Miami 
Herald published a series of 
articles that renewed pub- 
lic attention on the case, in- 
cluding interviews with some 
victims who had been pur- 
suing civil lawsuits against 
him. Epstein was 66 when he 
killed himself in a New York 
City jail cell in August 2019, 
federal officials say. 
Delgado in his order called 
Epstein "the most infamous 
pedophile in American his- 
tory." 
"For almost 20 years, the 
story of how Jeffrey Epstein 
victimized some of Palm 
Beach County's most vulner- 
able has been the subject 
of much anger and has at 
times diminished the pub- 
lic's perception of the crimi- 
nal justice system," Delgado 
wrote. 
"Epstein is indeed notorious 
and infamous and is widely 
reported to have flaunted 
his wealth while cavorting 
with politicians, billionaires, 
and even British Royalty," 
he continued. "It is under- 
standable that given those 
reports the public has a 
great curiosity about what 
was widely reported by 
news (agencies) as 'special 
treatment' 
regarding 
his 
prosecution."q 


This photo provided by the New York State Sex Offender Registry 
shows Jeffrey Epstein, March 28, 2017. 
Associated Press 


Chinese woman facing charge of trying to smuggle turtles across 
Vermont lake to Canada 


By LISA RATHKE 
Associated Press 
A woman from China has 


been arrested at a Vermont 
lake bordering Quebec for 
trying to smuggle 29 eastern 


box turtles, a protected spe- 
cies, into Canada by kayak, 
according to Border Patrol 
agents. 
Wan Yee Ng was arrested on 
the morning of June 28 at an 
Airbnb in Canaan as she was 
about to get into an inflat- 
able kayak with a duffle bag 
on Lake Wallace, according 
to an agent's affidavit filed 
in federal court. Agents had 
been notified by Royal Ca- 
nadian Mounted Police that 
two other people, including 
a man who was believed to 
be her husband, had started 
to paddle an inflatable wa- 


tercraft from the Canadian 
side of the lake toward the 
United States, according to 
an agent's affidavit. 
The agents searched her 
heavy duffle bag and found 
29 live eastern box turtles in- 
dividually wrapped in socks, 
the affidavit states. Eastern 
box turtles are known to be 
sold on the Chinese black 
market for $1,000 each, ac- 
cording to the affidavit. 
Ng is charged with attempt- 
ing to export the turtles from 
the U.S., in violation of the 
Endangered Species Act. A 
federal judge on Friday or- 


dered that she remain de- 
tained. The federal public 
defender's office, which is 
representing her, declined 
to comment. 
Border Patrol agents first 
spotted Ng at the Airbnb 
rental in May when they 
noticed a vehicle with On- 
tario plates traveling on a 
Vermont road in Canaan in 
an area used by smugglers, 
they said. Lake Wallace has 
been used for human and 
narcotic smuggling, the affi- 
davit states. The vehicle had 
entered the U.S. in Alburgh, 
Vermont, agents said.q 


In a photo taken Saturday May, 2, 2009, a male Eastern Box 
Turtle moves across a path at Wildwood Lake Sanctuary in 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Associated Press 


WORLD NEWS A5 
Tuesday 2 July 2024 


By OHAD ZWIGENBERG 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Thou- 
sands of Jewish ultra-Or- 
thodox men clashed with 
Israeli police in central Jeru- 
salem on Sunday during a 
protest against a Supreme 
Court order for them to be- 
gin enlisting for military ser- 
vice. 
The landmark decision last 
week ordering the gov- 
ernment to begin drafting 
ultra-Orthodox men could 
lead to the collapse of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu’s governing coali- 
tion as Israel wages war in 
Gaza. 
Tens of thousands of men 
rallied in an ultra-Orthodox 
neighborhood to protest 
the order. But after night- 
fall, the crowd made its 


way toward central Jerusa- 
lem and turned violent. 
Israeli police said protesters 
threw rocks and attacked 
the car of an ultra-Ortho- 
dox Cabinet minister, pelt- 
ing it with stones. Water 
cannons filled with skunk- 
scented water and police 
mounted on horses were 
used to disperse the crowd. 
But the demonstration was 
still not under control late 
Sunday. 
Military service is compulso- 
ry for most Jewish men and 
women in Israel. But politi- 
cally powerful ultra-Ortho- 
dox parties have won ex- 
emptions for their followers 
to skip military service and 
instead study in religious 
seminaries. 
The long-standing arrange- 
ment has bred resentment 


among the broader pub- 
lic, a sentiment that has 
grown stronger during the 
eight-month war against 
Hamas. Over 600 soldiers 
have been killed in fight- 
ing, and tens of thousands 
of reservists have been ac- 
tivated, upending careers, 
businesses and lives. 
Ultra-Orthodox parties and 
their followers say forc- 
ing their men to serve in 
the army will destroy their 
generations-old way of life. 
Earlier Sunday, thousands 
of men crowded a square 
and joined in mass prayers. 
Many held signs criticiz- 
ing the government, with 
one saying “not even one 
male” should be drafted. 
The ultra-Orthodox parties 
are key members of Netan- 
yahu’s governing coalition 


and could potentially force 
new elections if they de- 
cide to leave the govern- 
ment in protest. 
Party leaders have not said 
whether they will leave 


the government. Doing so 
could be risky, with Netan- 
yahu’s coalition’s popular- 
ity lagging since the Oct. 7 
Hamas attack that sparked 
the war.q 


By VASILISA STEPANENKO, 
EVGENIY MALOLETKA and 
DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
DNIPROPETROVSK REGION, 
Ukraine (AP) — At a rural 
penal colony in southeast 
Ukraine, several convicts 
stand 
assembled 
under 
barbed wire to hear an army 
recruiter offer them a shot at 
parole. In return, they must 
join the grueling fight against 
Russia. 
“You can put an end to this 
and start a new life,” said 
the recruiter, a member of 
a volunteer assault battalion. 
“The main thing is your will, 
because you are going to 
defend the motherland. You 
won’t succeed at 50%, you 
have to give 100% of yourself, 
even 150%.” 
Ukraine is expanding the 
draft to cope with acute 
battlefield shortages more 
than two years into fighting 
against Russia’s full-scale in- 
vasion. And its recruiting ef- 
forts have turned, for the first 
time, to the country’s prison 
population. 
Although Ukraine does not 
announce any details of troop 
deployment numbers or ca- 
sualties, frontline command- 
ers openly acknowledge that 
they are facing serious man- 


power problems as Russian 
continues to build up forces 
in eastern Ukraine and make 
incremental gains westward. 
More than 3,000 prisoners al- 
ready have been released 
on parole and assigned to 
military units after such re- 
cruitment was approved by 
parliament in a controversial 
mobilization bill last month, 
Ukrainian Deputy Justice Min- 
ister Olena Vysotska told The 


Associated Press. 
About 27,000 inmates could 
potentially be eligible for the 
new program, according to 
Justice Ministry estimates. 
“A lot of the motivation comes 
from (inmates) wanting to re- 
turn home a hero, and not 
to return home from prison,” 
Vysotska said. 
Ernest Volvach, 27, wants to 
take up the offer. He’s serv- 
ing a two-year sentence for 


robbery, at the penal colony 
in Ukraine’s Dnipropetrovsk re- 
gion. He works in the kitchen, 
ladling dollops of food into 
tin bowls. 
“It’s stupid to sit here do- 
ing nothing,” Volvach said, 
adding that since the start 
of the war he’s wanted to 
“do something for Ukraine” 
and have the opportunity to 
enlist. “Now it’s appeared.” 
Ukrainian soldiers on active 


duty are typically identified 
only by their first name, or a 
call sign, for security reasons. 
Many of the inmates at the 
Dnipropetrovsk penal colony 
also asked to be identified 
only by their first names to 
avoid difficulties if they enlist. 
Another inmate, 30, who gave 
his name only as Volodymyr, 
makes rivets at a penal col- 
ony workshop. He said he 
plans to volunteer after his 
sentence ends in one year, 
but wouldn’t do so now be- 
cause there’s effectively no 
home leave under the pa- 
role program.Prisoners can 
get the conditional release 
after an interview, medical 
exam, and a review of their 
conviction. Those convicted 
of rape, sexual assault, mur- 
dering two or more people or 
crimes against Ukraine’s na- 
tional security aren’t eligible. 
Ukrainian officials are keen to 
draw a distinction between 
their program and recruit- 
ment in Russia of convicts 
to serve in the notorious 
Wagner mercenary group. 
Those fighters typically have 
been funneled to the deadli- 
est battles, the officials say, 
but the Ukrainian program 
aims to integrate the inmates 
into regular Ukrainian frontline 
units.q 


Prisoners stand behind the fence in the barrack’s yard in a prison, in the Dnipropetrovsk region, 
Ukraine, Friday, June 21, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Ukraine is releasing thousands of prisoners so they can join the 
fight against Russia 


Ultra-Orthodox Jewish men clash with police during a rally 
against army recruitment in Jerusalem on Sunday, June 30, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Ultra-Orthodox protest against order to enlist in Israeli military turns 
violent in Jerusalem 
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By NAYARA BATSCHKE 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — A 
Chilean-American 
raised 
in the United States filed a 
criminal complaint against 
the state of Chile on Mon- 
day, alleging that it en- 
gaged in a systematic plan 
to steal thousands of babies 
from perceived enemies of 
the state in the 1970s and 
1980s. 
The case filed by Jimmy Lip- 
pert Thyden González, 43, 
aims to advance the task 
of Chilean prosecutors and 
human rights groups work- 
ing on accountability for 
crimes committed under 
Gen. Augusto Pinochet. 
On Sept. 11, 1973, Pinochet 
led a coup to overthrow 
Marxist President Salvador 
Allende, ushering in a peri- 
od of brutal repression until 
1990 during which at least 
3,095 people were killed 
and 
tens 
of 
thousands 
more were imprisoned and 
tortured for political rea- 
sons. 
Little more than a year af- 
ter learning about his ori- 
gins as one of thousands 
of Chilean adoptees taken 
from their biological par- 
ents without consent dur- 
ing Pinochet’s dictatorship, 
Thyden González lodged 


his 
lawsuit 
in 
Santiago, 
Chile’s capital. 
He did it at a pivotal mo- 
ment. On Monday, a new 
judge 
assumed 
control 
over the judicial investiga- 
tions into the dictatorship’s 
child-trafficking operations, 
the latest action as the left- 
wing government of Presi- 
dent Gabriel Boric seeks 
to strengthen Chile’s ac- 


countability efforts. 
“First and foremost, we start 
with acknowledgment by 
the government that this 
has happened. Acknowl- 
edgment that there was a 
wrong,” Thyden González, 
a lawyer and former Marine 
who was raised in Virginia, 
told The Associated Press in 
Santiago. “From there we 
can build on what repara- 


tions look like.” 
Last year, with the help of 
Nos Buscamos, a Chilean 
nonprofit 
facilitating 
the 
reconnection of families 
severed by coerced adop- 
tions, 
Thyden 
González 
managed to track down 
and hug his birth mother, 
Maria Angelica González, 
who last glimpsed her new- 
born son being whisked 


away in a Santiago hospital 
ward. 
Medics had told her that 
her premature son died 
shortly after delivery and 
that they had buried him 
while she recovered in the 
hospital. In reality, baby 
Thyden was given up for 
adoption to a family in the 
United States — one of the 
thousands of illegal over- 
seas adoptions in Chile that 
predated Pinochet’s dicta- 
torship but increased dur- 
ing his 17 years in power. 
According to reports from 
the Chilean judiciary ob- 
tained by the AP, there 
were some 20,000 cases of 
coerced or criminal adop- 
tions overall. Civil society 
organizations such as Nos 
Buscamos 
estimate 
that 
more than 50,000 Chilean 
families have been af- 
fected.It took until 2017 for 
Chile to launch judicial in- 
vestigations into the chilling 
practice. The government 
has built a DNA database 
to enable adoptees and 
biological families to con- 
nect. No one has been 
charged 
in 
connection 
with the abductions. Rights 
groups have criticized the 
government’s failure to in- 
vestigate the crimes more 
diligently and swiftly.q 


By RAHIM FAIEZ 
Associated Press 
ISLAMABAD (AP) — A United Nations-led meeting held in Qatar with the Taliban on in- 
creasing engagement with Afghanistan does not translate into a recognition of their 
government, a U.N. official said Monday. 
The gathering on Sunday and Monday in Qatar’s capital of Doha with envoys from 
some two dozen countries was the first time that representatives of the Afghan Taliban 
administration attended such a U.N.-sponsored meeting. 
The Taliban were not invited to the first meeting, and U.N. Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said they set unacceptable conditions for attending the second one, in Febru- 
ary, including demands that Afghan civil society members be excluded from the talks 
and that the Taliban be treated as the country’s legitimate rulers. 
Ahead of Doha, representatives of Afghan women were excluded from attending, pav- 
ing the way for the Taliban to send their envoys though the organizers insisted that de- 
mands for women’s rights would be raised. 
“I would like to emphasize that this meeting and this process of engagement does not 
mean normalization or recognition,” Rosemary A. DiCarlo, a U.N. official for political and 
peacebuilding affairs said Monday. 
“My hope is that the constructive exchanges on the various issues over the last two days 
have moved us a little closer to resolving some of the problems that are having such a 
devastating impact on the Afghan people,” she added. 
Zabihullah Mujahid, chief Taliban government spokesman who headed the delegation 
to Doha, said there was opportunity for them to meet with representatives of various 
countries on the sidelines of the gathering.q 


Born in Chile and adopted in the U.S., Marine Jimmy Lippert Thyden González stands in the Supreme 
Court after presenting a criminal complaint against the Chilean government for child abduction, 
a widespread practice that spanned decades, in Santiago, Chile, Monday, July 1, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Stolen at birth, an adoptee sues Chile over thousands of similar 
dictatorship-era crimes 


In this photo released by the Taliban Spokesman Office, 
Zabihullah Mujahid, the chief spokesman for the Taliban 
government who leads the Taliban delegation, center right, 
speaks with Russian Presidential Envoy to Afghanistan Zamir 
Kabulov, during a meeting in Doha, Qatar, Sunday, June 30, 
2024. 
Associated Press 


U.N.-led meeting in Qatar with Afghan Taliban is not a recognition 
of their government, official says 
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Adriaan Laclé 
One of Aruba’s richest men in the twentieth century 


(Oranjestad)—The 
name 
Adriaan Laclé may ring a 
bell to locals as one of the 
bigger roads on the island, 
but about a century ago, 
Adriaan Laclé was a rich 
businessman, 
well-known 
for his generosity, wealth, 
and taste. 


Adriaan was born in 1866 
and was the eldest of six 
children. Not much is known 
about his childhood upbring- 


ing or any of his earlier busi- 
ness ordeals, but during his 
hay day he often helped 
people get loans, was a 
well-established trader, and 
owned several plots of land. 
In fact, he commissioned the 
construction of the famous 
La Quinta Carmen manor— 
now a restaurant. Though 
he himself never lived in the 
beautiful manor, his own 
house also reflected his suc- 
cess and good taste. Today 


his house still stands in good 
condition and can be found 
in the back streets of main 
street Oranjestad. 
Regarding his personal life, 
it has been said that he was 
married twice during his life- 
time. He had his first daugh- 
ter during his first marriage 
but lost his wife soon after her 
birth. During his second mar- 
riage, he fathered 16 chil- 
dren. However, it has been 
said that only 11 of those 
17 made it past 18 years 
of age. Perhaps two of his 
most well-known daughters 
are Maria Monica Laclé and 
Maria Veneranda Laclé, 
who went on to marry suc- 
cessful brothers Eloy Arends 
and Maximilian Arends, re- 
spectively. Their houses are 
still standing; Eloy and Maria 
Monica’s mansion functions 
as a townhall, used to host 
civil marriages, while Maxi- 
milian and Maria Veneran- 
da’s house stands on the 


opposite side of the road 
to them—though currently 
under renovation after years 
left in ruin.q 


Source: De Kolibrie op de Rots 
(en meer over de geschie- 
denis van Aruba) by Evert 
Bongers. 


Ayo & Casibari: Aruba’s famous rock formations 


(Oranjestad)—The Ayo and 
Casibari Rock Formations 
are known locally as one 
of the crucial sites to have 
in your “off-road” trip itiner- 
ary. These naturally formed 
rock formations as just one 
of the few places on the is- 
land that hold a rich history 
of our culture and of our 
ancestors. 


Ayo 
The Ayo Rock Formation 
is located in the northern 
part of the island, right on 
the road that leads you to 
the Black Stone Beach, and 
close to the Natural Bridge. 
The Ayo is a fenced terrain 
that consists of several giant 


boulders, resting neatly on 
top of or side by side each 
other, 
adding 
gorgeous 
natural architecture to the 
surrounding “mondi”*. This 
is also one of the few sites 
to contain prehistoric mark- 
ings of our indigenous an- 
cestors. The Ayo Rock for- 
mation contains stairs that 
lead you to the top of the 
highest boulder, offering a 
breath-taking view of the 
Aruban backyard. The Ayo 
is usually quiet, as it is situ- 
ated farther away from the 
busier parts of the island. 
However, this is just anoth- 
er charm of the site: the 
quiet area and the refresh- 
ing breeze offer a sense of 


comfort and peace. 


Casibari 
Probably the busier rock 
formation site, the Casi- 
bari is situated more in the 
center of the island, much 
closer—and more acces- 
sible—to the general pub- 
lic. Just like Ayo, Casibari 
is a fenced area contain- 
ing several boulders that 
lay on top or lean on each 
other. The best aspect of 
the Casibari Rock Forma- 
tion is the accompanying 
view when you climb up 
the top of the round, flat 
bolder. For this position, you 
can see the majority of the 
island and the ocean in the 


south. Right in front of the 
entrance, there is the Casi- 
bari Café and Grill, a great 
place to get refreshments 
and snack before continu- 
ing your off-road adven- 
ture! 


Both sites are open free to 
the public, 24 hours a day. 
However, unless you are 
taking a trip with a profes- 
sional tour guide, there are 


no guides at the sites to 
help you climb the rock. 
So, do be careful when 
trudging on the boulders, 
and make sure to befriend 
any roaming goats you see 
along the way! 


*Mondi: what we call our 
Aruban 
wilderness. 
We 
don’t have forests, or des- 
erts, but we do have mon- 
di! q 
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Aruba’s Bocas: home to the rarest fossil reefs on the planet! 


(Oranjestad)—If 
you’ve 
been to the northern coast of 
Aruba already, you’ve prob- 
ably noticed how the ground 
differs entirely from the san- 
dy beaches on the southern 
part of the island. These hard 
surfaces, with sharp bumps 
and holes are actually fos- 
silized coral reefs, of which 
its growth and changes can 
be traced back to the last 
glacial period. 


On May 30 2023, geosci- 
entists, Dr. Patrick Boyden 
from the Marum research 
faculty at the University of 
Bremen, Prof. dr. Alessio Rov- 
ere from the Ca' Foscari Uni- 
versity of Venice and Prof. 
dr. Gianfranco Scicchitano, 
from the University of Bari 
Aldo Moro, presented their 
research on these fossilized 
coral reefs at the University 
of Aruba. Their focus for their 
research included studying 


the health and formation 
patterns of these coral reefs, 
and to investigate how 
these reefs have responded 
and can respond to fluctu- 
ating sea levels or extreme 
weather, like hurricanes and 
tsunamis. 


Through underwater and 
land surveillance, and 3D 
models of the reefs, they 
were able to narrow down 
when these formations start- 


ed to take place. They were 
also able to track the fluc- 
tuation of sea levels during 
the past hundred or even 
thousands of years, and the 
effects that this fluctuation 
has had on the coral reefs of 
the windward side of Aruba. 


These findings can certainly 
put things into perspective. 
The ground on which we 
have walked many times 
in the northern part of the 
island hold such rich history, 
history that dates back to a 
time that most of us can- 
not even imagine. As the 
scientists themselves have 
pointed out, these fossilized 
reefs on the windward side 
are truly an incredible and 


rare remnant of geologi- 
cal history, as they provide 
a clear view of how these 
reefs have formed. 


This research is also impor- 
tant for the future of coral 
reefs on the island. By study- 
ing rising sea levels and cli- 
mate impact on these coral 
reefs, we are able to take 
concrete action in protect- 
ing and preserving our cor- 
al reefs. So, if you are ever 
visiting one of the bocas or 
driving along the northern 
part of the island, please be 
conscious to help protect 
our natural historical rem- 
nant. Oh, and wear (coral- 
friendly) sunscreen! q 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored 
loyal visitors at Holiday Inn Aruba 
– Beach Resort & Casino! 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently had the great 
pleasure 
of 
recognizing 
Distinguished 
Visitors 
of 
Aruba. The honorees were 
respectively honored with 
a certificate for their years 
of visits, loyalty, and love 
for the island of Aruba. 


The honorary certification 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation 
and to say “Masha Danki” 
to guests who have visited 
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or 
more consecutively. 
The three levels of honor 
are as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor 
(10>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador 
(20>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador 
(35>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors 


Mr. Thomas & Mrs. Sharon 
Fischer from Michigan, Unit- 
ed States. 
Mr. Jorgino Willems repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and staff mem- 
bers of Holiday Inn Aruba 
– Beach Resort & Casino 
bestowed the certificate 
upon the honorees, pre- 
sented them with gifts, and 
thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite va- 
cation destination, as their 
home away from home. 
The top reasons for return- 
ing to Aruba provided by 
the honorees were: 
•	 
Aruba’s	people. 
•	 
Aruba’s	beaches. 
•	 
Aruba	 is	 a	 family	 


friendly island. 
•	 
Aruba’s	restaurants. 
•	 
“There’s	so	much	to	 


do on the island” 
On behalf of the Aruba 
Tourism 
Authority, 
we 
would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and ap- 
preciation to the honorees 
for their continued visits to 
the “One Happy Island”.q 
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Aruba’s Nature is to be Cherished 


ST. CRUZ — The national 
park Arikok comprises al- 
most 18 % of the island. Its 
rugged terrain, desert-like 
hills filled with tall cacti, 
breathtaking coastline and 
protected local flora and 
fauna welcome you to be 
explored. There is numer- 
ous wildlife to discover like 
for example the sea turtle 
who lays his eggs on the 
park’s beaches. There are 
more places on the island 
that are a preserved area 
like the Bubali Plas which is 
a bird sanctuary. 


The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the islands past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural and historical sites. 
These can all be enjoyed 
and explored either on 
your own or during guided 
tours. A wide variety of ed- 
ucational and informative 
programs and fun activities 
is available. 
Did you know that four of 
the in total seven species 
of sea turtle lay their eggs 
on Aruba's beaches? In 
the national park, a Least 
Tern (Sternula antillarum) 
keeps a strict eye on a very 
special event taking place 
below on the beach: a 


majestic Leatherback (Der- 
mochelys coriacea) heads 
back to sea after laying 
her eggs, while another 
nest laid 2 months ago by 
the same female hatches. 
A very rare occurrence 
of daytime nesting and 
hatching. Sea turtles pre- 
fer nesting in the cool and 
dark hours of the night. And 
hatchlings usually wait for 
the cue of cooling surface 
sand before emerging. 


Bubali Magic 
This beautiful close-up im- 
age of the pink bird is cour- 
tesy of Michiel Overstee- 
gen of the Aruba Birdlife 
Conservation. This impor- 
tant foundation showcases 
and builds awareness of 
Aruba’s birds and other na- 
tive flora and fauna. You 
may have seen a ‘pink 
cloud’ lately at the Bubali 
or Spanish Lagoon Wet- 
lands areas? It’s most likely 
to be Roseate Spoonbills 
(Ajaia ajaja) or ‘Chucharon 
Cora’ as they are known in 
Papiamento. This unusual 
looking bird forages in shal- 
low muddy water while 
sweeping its flattened bill 
from side to side to catch 
small 
fish, 
crustaeceans 
and other aquatic inverte- 


brates. The Roseate Spoon- 
bill remains an uncommon 
sight as they are vulnerable 
to degradation of feeding 
and nesting habitats (Wet- 
lands). (Source: arikok na- 
tional park) 


The aforementioned is just 
a part of what Aruba’s na- 
ture has to offer. We can- 
not stress enough to go, see 
for yourself. The island has 
the most beautiful beach- 
es but it is also worthwhile 
to go beyond this and get 
an idea of our entire island. 
Lately there is a discussion 
going on about the effect 


certain activities have on 
our nature, for example the 
ATV vehicles cause a lot of 
dust, noise and leave tire 
tracks. Animals live in these 
areas where the vehicles 
run, often with high speed 
and with detrimental con- 
sequences to flora and fau- 
na. Motorized vehicles are 


forbidden to drive on the 
sand dunes in the Northern 
part of the island and all 
beaches in Aruba are for- 
bidden for any motorized 
vehicle. Treasure our island 
to enjoy it like you do: as a 
tropical and natural para- 
dise. We truly appreciate 
it!q 
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The legend of the Kibrahacha tree 


(Oranjestad)—The Kibrahacha is 
a famous tree known locally for its 
bright, yellow flowers that blooms 
for just three days. Scientifically 
known as Tabebuia billbergii, and 
in English as the Yellow Poui, this 
tree is native to the Caribbean is- 
lands of Aruba, Bonaire and Cura- 
cao, and is considered among lo- 
cals as one of the most spectacu- 
lar trees on the island. But did you 
also know that the beautiful yellow 
flowers have a story behind them? 


The Kibrahacha is said to have ex- 
tremely hard wood—so hard that 
it can break an axe. In fact, that’s 
what its name means in Papia- 
mento: “kibra” (break) “hacha” 
(axe). The flowers bloom around 
April and May, but this only last for 
about three days, as the flowers 
start to fall off and the tree starts 
growing its green leaves. The Kibra- 
hacha is especially particular, as 
it’s the only one among its neigh- 
boring trees to starts blooming first. 


The legend of the Kibrahacha 
Written by Hubert (Lio Booi) 


One day Aterima, who lived west 
of the hill Sero Warawara, woke up 
one day to find her father sleeping 
in his hammock, suffering a bout of 
terrible fever. Her mother was very 
worried, and as was the custom in 
the olden days, asked Aterima to 
go fetch Kudawecha, who was a 
epistemophile, to come see his fa- 
ther. 


Aterima wasted to time and went 
to go fetch Kudawecha. Upon 
telling Kudawecha that her father 
was sick, he immediately accom- 
panied Aretima back to her hut, 
where he encountered her father 
in a bad state. Not willing to waste 
any time, he told Aretima that the 
only thing that can cure her father is 
a home-made potion made out of 
the Kibrahacha flower. At the time 
the Kibrahacha was not yet in her 
blooming season, but the stubborn 
Kudawecha was determined to 
bring back Aretima’s father back 
to health, and so off they went to 
the nearest Kibrahacha tree. 


When they arrived at the tree, 


they saw that it was covered head 
to toe in thorns, with only a few 
closed flowers at the very top. Ku- 
dawecha, experienced veteran in 
all things Aruban flora and fauna, 
told Aretima to start plucking the 
thorns of the tree to climb to the 
top where the flowers are. Aretima, 
just as determined to save her fa- 
ther, didn’t hesitate to start. 


To her surprise, every time she 
plucked a thorn of the tree, a 
bright, yellow flower bloomed in 
its place. The thorns were hard 
to pluck out, but Aretima contin- 
ued plucking with enthusiasm and 
wonder at the unfolding sight be- 
fore her. Not too long after she was 
able to fill her entire satchel with 
the yellow flowers. Kudawecha, 
satisfied to see Aretima so happy 
and encouraged to help her fa- 
ther, took her back to her hut. 


Upon arriving back at the hut, 
Aretima’s mother quickly made a 
tea out of the flowers and gave it 
to her sick husband. Miraculously, 
after just one sip of the tea, the 


father’s fever left his body imme- 
diately, and he opened eyes and 
sprung up feeling new. 


The next morning, they all visited 
the same Kibrahacha tree that 
saved the life of Aretima’s father 
and they saw another miracle. 
The tree was covered again in the 
same bright, yellow flowers, with 
not a thorn in sight. And as the leg- 
end goes, from that day on, the 
Kibrahacha tree no longer pro- 
duced any more thorns.q 


Lessons from our elders: 
Plants and fruits for medicinal use (part 2) 


(Oranjestad)—In 
last 
week’s edition, we shared 
with our readers some me- 
dicinal use for plants and 
fruits, passed down from 
our elders through genera- 
tions. This week, we present 
two more uses of fruits and 
plants for medicinal use. 


Sweet potato 
According to our elders, 
sweet potato is mostly use- 
ful for low blood pressure. 
People who suffer from low 
blood pressure were ad- 


vised to eat sweet potato 2 
to 3 times a week. Howev- 
er, if you have high blood 
pressure, it is best not to eat 
too much sweet potato, as 
this raises blood pressure. 
Sweet potatoes are also 
great for people who work 
hard labor jobs, and it’s 
been said to be aid blood 
circulation in the body, 
as well as help those with 
hemorrhoids or diarrhea. 
Many of our elders opted to 
plant sweet potatoes them- 
selves, mostly because of 


how easy it was to do so. 
Cut the end of a sweet po- 
tato let it sit in shallow wa- 
ter until it starts to sprout. 
Then you may plant it in the 
ground. Sweet potatoes 
need plenty of water to 
grow, especially in the first 
week in the ground. It was 
said that once you start to 
notice the ground crack 
underneath the flowers, it is 
time to harvest. This should 
happen around month 3. 


Pomegranate 
Pomegranates 
are 
also 
one of the easier fruits to 
plant and harvest. Origi- 
nated 
from 
Persia, 
this 
plant can grow almost ev- 
erywhere. In Aruba, there 
are many homes that have 
a tiny or big pomegranate 
tree. You may be wonder- 
ing what the difference is 
between a small and big 
pomegranate 
tree, 
for 
which the answer is based 
on harvest time. Tiny trees 
produce tinier pomegran- 
ates that can be harvest- 
ed early on. Contrarily, 
big trees produce bigger 
pomegranates, but they 
need enough time to fully 
ripen 
before 
harvesting, 
otherwise you might end 
up with bitter seeds. Pome- 
granate trees are also very 
easy to plant. In essence, 


if you just throw the seeds 
on the ground, they could 
grow into a tree. 


In terms of medicinal use, 
pomegranate 
skins 
are 
said to have a few benefits 
for our health. According 
to customs, pomegranate 
skin tea can help those that 
suffer from diarrhea. 


Dried pomegranate skin 
tea is also good for people 
who have worms. Pome- 
granate flowers can be 
boiled to make a drink and 
this can be used for irritated 
gums; just take a swig and 
let the tea sit in your mouth 
for a couple minutes. q 


Source: Remedi i Kustumber 
di nos Bieunan (Medicine and 
Customs of our Elderly) by 
Dinah Veeris 
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The stories of “Compa Nanzi” 


(Oranjestad)—The most popular 
character you may hear about in 
the Caribbean is Anansi, known lo- 
cally on Aruba as “Compa Nanzi”. 
Local children grew up hearing the 
tales of the conniving spider, and 
his legacy forms part of the oral 
narrative tradition that is common 
in Aruba. 


Although the stories are most popu- 
lar in the Caribbean, “Compa Nan- 
zi” is not entirely unknown globally, 
especially not in the West African 
region. Brought to the “new world” 
by enslaved Africans from Ghana, 
the historical thread of how Nanzi 
was introduced on Aruba follows 
the enslaved Africans in Curacao 
during the colonial era, which saw 
the biggest population of enslaved 
Africans in the Dutch Caribbean. 
The stories of Compa Nanzi were a 
sign of hope for freedom among 
the slaves, who passed around dif- 
ferent stories involving the famous 
spider through word of mouth, due 
to not being able to express their 
native culture in the new world. 
These stories were a way to not 
only preserve their culture, but it 
acted as a medium for relief during 
the harsh treatment to which they 
were subjected to. 
It wasn’t until the end of the nine- 
teenth century that the stories of 
Nanzi were written down in dif- 
ferent languages. However, not 
all stories are completely alike in 
every country, as is the risk of oral 
story telling. However, one thing 


will always be dominant in Compa 
Nanzi’s stories: his sneaky ways to 
get what he wants! 


How Nanzi fooled the king 
One day Nanzi was taking a stroll 
near the castle of Shon Arei, the 
king. He had this sudden urge to 
walk in. He didn’t think too much 
about it and committed to what 
he had in mind. It was a warm af- 
ternoon, and the castle personnel 
were taking their afternoon nap. 
Even the soldier guarding the cas- 
tle door was fast asleep, snoring so 
loud that his beard bounced up 
and down on his chin. Nanzi just 
slipped past him, looked back for 
a moment then walk right on in. 
Nanzi stumbled upon the king’s 
quarters. With all his excitement he 
sat in the king’s throne, and put on 
his crown that was hanging on the 
side of the throne. It was very hot 
that day, and it wasn’t long until 
Nanzi too fell asleep, right there on 
the king’s throne. He was so deep 
in sleep and snoring so loud, that 
even when the king found him in 
his seat, Nanzi did not even notice. 
Shon Arei was flabbergasted by 
the sight of Nanzi on his throne, 
wearing his crown. How disrespect- 
ful! “Soldiers, get him!” he com- 
manded. Nanzi was sound asleep, 
but when the soldiers picked him 
up, he jumped from fright. By then 
though, the soldier already had 
him in their hold. 
“Put him in a sack, stitch it up and 
throw him in the ocean!” the king 


said furiously. Two soldiers immedi- 
ately entered the chamber, took 
the crown off Nanzi’s head and 
pushed him in a sack. 
Nanzi was terrified; it looks like this 
time he won’t get away with his 
schemes. To get to the ocean, the 
soldier walked a long distance, 
and where beginning to feel very 
thirsty. Luckily they passed by a 
pub, and decided to have a nice 
cold beer. They set the sack with 
Nanzi in it outside and went to en- 
joy the refreshments. Nanzi was still 
trembling with fear in the sack. 
What is that he hears? A herd of 
sheep walking by? 
“Compadre, listen here!” Nanzi 
screamed as loud as he could. The 
sheep herder got close to the sack. 
“What is this?” 
“Man, there is something very 
beautiful in here that you can see. 
It’s very rare and strange, but in- 
deed, there is something so beau- 
tiful in here that you’ve never seen 
or will ever see,” Nanzi told the 
herder. 
The herder, very dumb, believed 
Nanzi’s word. “Let me see!” he 
said. 
“Well if you must insist,” Nanzi said, 
“I’ll let you take a look, but only 
for a quick second.” The herder 
opened the sack, and Nanzi im- 
mediately jumped out. Before the 
herder could even take a look into 
the sack, Nanzi pushed him in it, 
and the herder fell head first in. 
Nanzi didn’t waste any time, and 
closed off the sack real tight. He 
then picked up the herder’s hat 
and starting walking behind the 
traveling sheep as if nothing hap- 
pened. After a little while, the sol- 


diers headed back outside to con- 
tinue their journey. As they picked 
up the sack, the poor herder start- 
ed screaming to let him out, but 
the soldiers ignored him, thinking it 
was Nanzi. 
Shon Arei went strolling a while lat- 
er. He thought to himself: “This time 
Nanzi could not get away with his 
foolishness. He probably drowned 
in that sack ages ago.” That is why, 
when he saw Nanzi walk behind 
the herd of sheep on the street, he 
was flabbergasted again. “Nanzi! 
Aren’t you suppose to be at the 
bottom of the ocean floor?” 
“I was, Your Majesty,” Nanzi re- 
plied. But you know what, there is 
so many things to see down there 
in the sack! Like this herd of sheep. 
Seeing that they had no herder, I 
started walking behind them and 
gained their trust pretty quickly. At 
the bottom of the ocean there are 
so many wonderful things, like dia- 
monds, and bags of gold. Chests 
of silver and other precious stones,” 
Nanzi told the king. 
“What is that you say?” the king 
was intrigued. “I want to see it too!” 
The king immediately demanded 
to his soldiers to be put in a sack 
and be placed in the ocean. Nat- 
urally, Shon Arei died because of 
this. He was never found again. 
Nanzi followed the soldier back to 
the castle, where sat once again 
on the late king’s thrown and put 
his crown on. He took possession of 
all of Shon Arei’s belongings, and 
lived the rest of his life as king. 
Story and pictures are from “Kon 
Nanzi a Nek Shon Arei (i otro kuen- 
tanan antiano di e araña sabi)” by 
Nilda Pinto.q 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: July 01 - July 30 2024 


service 
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Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
2 BR 2 Bath Ocean side 
Price :$ 25 ,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
Gold season 
2 BR 2 bath ocean side $13 K 
2 BR 2 bath ovean view $12 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott destination points 
For sale at $ 4 a points 
Transfer fee $3 a points 
education fee :$ 300 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Borocana Noord 
5 min drive to palm beach / 
eagle beach 
3 BR 2 Bath with and appart- 
ment 
Price : $600,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Washington Noord 
5 min drive to Palm beach and 
eagle beach 
4 BR 4 Bath with and appart- 
ment 
Price : $ 500,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Cumana Near C Mart 
10 min drive to Nikki Beach , 
eagle beach and palm beach 
2 BR 3 bath with a studio ap- 
partment and pool 
Price : $450,000 
Call : 011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
savaneta near zee rover 
5 min walk to the ocean 
2 BR 2 Bath Fixer upper 
land 1330 m2 lease land ocean 
view 
Price :$250,000 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 
Time share release 
do you want to sell your Time 
share 
Contact the experts 
38 years of experience 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Commercial Area 
eagle near Gloria Mall 
lease land 2630 sqm 
Permint approve to build 
12 commercial units 6 ground 
floor 
6 1 st floor 
Price : $750,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


________________________________218097 


FOR SALE 
Matadera 3N unit-11 aRuBa 
2 storey condo 
3 bedrooms, 3 baths 
living / dinning room 
furnished, renovated 
painted. Pool 
$425,000 usd furnished 
$395,000 usd w/appliances 
suzanne@c21apt.com 
Whatsapp: 1-613-291-2121 


_______________________________218084 


San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
del Pueblo : Tel.582 1253 
San Nicolas: 
Aloe:Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private Islands 
1 BR WK # 22 room # 2345 $6K 
1 BR WK # 24 room # 2132$5 K 
1 BR WK # 34 room # 2316 $4K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — European Union regulators accused 
social media company Meta Platforms on Monday of 
breaching the bloc’s new digital competition rulebook 
by forcing Facebook and Instagram users to choose be- 
tween seeing ads or paying to avoid them. 
Meta began giving European users the option in Novem- 
ber of paying for ad-free versions of Facebook and Insta- 
gram as a way to comply with the continent’s strict data 
privacy rules. 
Users can pay at least 10 euros ($10.75) a month to avoid 
being targeted by ads based on their personal data. The 
U.S. tech giant rolled out the option after the European 
Union’s top court ruled Meta must first get consent be- 
fore showing ads to users, in a decision that threatened its 
business model of tailoring ads based on individual users’ 
online interests and digital activity. 
The European Commission, the EU’s executive arm, said 
preliminary findings of its investigation show that Meta’s 
“pay or consent” advertising model was in breach of the 
27-nation bloc’s Digital Markets Act.q 


European Commissioner for Europe fit for the Digital Age, 
Margrethe Vestager speaks during a media conference 
regarding the Digital Markets Act at EU headquarters in Brussels, 
on March 25, 2024. 
Associated Press 


European Union accuses 
Facebook owner Meta of 
breaking digital rules with 
paid ad-free option 
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By KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ira Galt- 
man is part of a small com- 
munity of corporate archi- 
vists. They are historians, 
cataloguers 
and 
docu- 
mentarians for large com- 
panies. They keep track of 
how companies change 
their products over time, 
while also looking for ways 
for the company to harken 
back to its history. 
For nearly three decades, 
Galtman’s job has been to 
document how American 
Express went from a pack- 
ing, shipping and express 
stagecoach company in 
New York in 1850, to the 
inventor of the traveler’s 
cheque in the 1890s to the 
credit card company it is 
today. He’s also popular 
on TikTok, where cardmem- 
bers ask him regularly for 
AmEx trivia. 
The interview has been ed- 
ited for length and clarity. 
Q: How did you start in this 
role? 
A: I loved history from a 
very early age. I majored 
in history in college, went 


to grad school at NYU to 
initially get a PhD in history, 
and I pivoted while I was 
in grad school. I decided 
to not go through an aca- 
demic route, but to go into 
the archive world. And I 
was fortunate enough that 
at NYU there was an archi- 
val management program. 


So I was able to get a cer- 
tificate in that as part of my 
graduate work. 
I’ve now been with Ameri- 
can Express for over 28 
years. Had the opportunity 
to start in the late 90s, so 
it was a time of transition. 
I serve as both the com- 
pany’s archivist as well as 


historian. And so each of 
those roles are slightly dif- 
ferent, but they definitely 
complement one another. 
Q: What’s been one in- 
teresting 
project 
you’ve 
worked on? 
A: We did a project show- 
ing American Express’s role 
in the Civil War, which was 


really interesting. We were 
shipping materials to Union 
soldiers in the field and be- 
ing able to support the 
U.S. government. We also 
shipped election ballots for 
the 1864 election. 
But during Covid, we did 
work to see how the com- 
pany fared during other 
crises to help inspire col- 
leagues. 
For example, there was 
a pandemic in 1918. But 
there have been other 
times when the company 
has had to deal with a vari- 
ety of crises, whether it was 
wars or recessions. Bringing 
those areas to life, I think, 
was something that really 
inspired folks. 
Q: Where do you get most 
of your materials from? 
A: I’m fortunate that there 
are 
avid 
pony 
express 
business collectors, and a 
bunch of them will reach 
out to me directly and of- 
fer stuff to me. I get a lot 
of free things, but I’ve also 
bought multiple items from 
the same person. 
I’d love to find an Ameri- 
can Express wagon.q 


By JAN M. OLSEN 
Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN, 
Denmark 
(AP) — Sweden launched 
a 
groundbreaking 
new 
law on Monday, allow- 
ing grandparents to step 
in and get paid parental 
leave while taking care of 
their grandchildren for up 
to three months of a child’s 
first year. 
The development comes 
after the Swedish parlia- 
ment, the 349-seat Riksdag, 
approved last December 
the government’s proposal 
on transfer of parental al- 
lowance. This comes 50 
years after the Scandina- 
vian country became the 
first in the world to introduce 
paid parental leave for fa- 
thers and not just mothers. 
Under the law, parents can 
transfer some of their gen- 
erous parental leave allow- 
ance to the child’s grand- 
parents. A parent couple 


can transfer a maximum 
of 45 days to others while a 
single parent can transfer 
90 days, according to the 
Social Insurance Agency, 
a government agency that 
administers the social insur- 
ance system. 


This Scandinavian coun- 
try of 10 million, known for 
its taxpayer-funded social 
welfare system, has over 
generations built a society 
where citizens are taken 
care of from cradle to 
grave. In Sweden, you are 


entitled to be fully off work 
when your child is born. 
Parental benefit is paid 
out for 480 days, or about 
16 months, per child. Of 
those, the compensation 
for 390 days is calculated 
based on a person’s full in- 
come while for the remain- 
ing 90 days, people get a 
fixed amount of 180 kronor 
($17) per day. There are 
also other benefits for par- 
ents in Sweden they can 
also work reduced hours 
until the child is 8 years old, 
while government employ- 
ees can get those reduced 
hours until the child turns 12. 
Alexandra Wallin of the 
agency 
told 
Swedish 
broadcaster SVT the new 
law will “give greater op- 
portunities.” 
Still, the rules for grandpar- 
ents, she said, are the same 
as for ordinary parental al- 
lowance and require a per- 
son be insured for parental 


allowance, 
which 
most 
people in Sweden are. 
There are conditions for pa- 
rental allowance a retiree 
can also take parental 
leave, for example, in which 
case the compensation is 
based on the person’s pen- 
sion. A person may not look 
for work or study during the 
time they receive parental 
allowance. 
In the central town of Aves- 
ta, about 140 kilometers (87 
miles) northwest of Stock- 
holm, Ritva Kärkkäinen told 
SVT she is considering tak- 
ing time off work to care for 
her grandchildren. 
In 1974, Sweden replaced 
gender-specific maternity 
leave with parental leave 
for both parents. At the 
time, the so-called paren- 
tal insurance enabled par- 
ents to take six months off 
work per child with each 
parent entitled to half of 
the days.q 


(Associated Press Illustration/Jenni Sohn) 


Documenting the history of American Express as an in-house 
historian 


Henrik Holgersson, right, watches his son, Arvid, center with hat, 
play with Walter Johansson accompanied by his father Henrik 
Johansson at a playground in Stockholm, Sweden, Wednesday 
June 29, 2011. 


Associated Press 


Swedes take a new step in parental leave. Grandparents can now 
get paid to take care of grandkids 
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By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — The own- 
ership group that controls 
the reigning NBA cham- 
pion Boston Celtics says it 
intends to sell all its shares 
of the team. 
In a statement released 
Monday, Boston Basketball 
Partners LLC said it intends 
to sell the majority of its 
shares in 2024 or early 2025. 
The balance of its shares 
would then close in 2028. 
Wyc 
Grousbeck, 
whose 
family leads the ownership 
group, is expected to re- 
main the team’s NBA gov- 
ernor until the sale is com- 
plete. 
“The controlling family of 
the ownership group, after 
considerable thought and 
internal discussion, has de- 
cided to sell the team for 


estate and family planning 
considerations,” the state- 
ment said. 
The Celtics defeated the 
Dallas Mavericks in the NBA 
Finals last month to capture 
the franchise’s 18th cham- 
pionship. 
Boston Basketball Partners 
led by venture capitalist 
Grousbeck, his father and 
investor H. Irving Grous- 
beck, along with venture 
capitalist Steve Pagliuca 
purchased the Celtics for 
$360 million from the Gas- 
ton family in 2002. The Gas- 
tons had previously owned 
the team since 1983. 
One of the NBA’s original 
and storied brands, the 
Celtics were valued at $4.7 
billion last year by Forbes, 
placing it behind only the 
Golden State Warriors ($7.7 
billion), New York Knicks 


($6.6 million) and Los Ange- 
les Lakers ($6.4 billion). 
The 
current 
ownership 
group was in charge when 
the Celtics won the NBA 
title in 2008. 
In an email to Celtics staff 
that was obtained by The 
Associated 
Press, 
Wyc 
Grousbeck wrote they are 
“committed to finding a 
worthy incoming ownership 
group who will guide the 
Celtics to more decades of 
success.” 
He added: “There will be 
a thoughtful and thorough 
process to find a buyer that 
recognizes the importance 
of Celtic Pride on the court 
and in the community.” 
Last year, the Phoenix Suns 
were purchased by mort- 
gage firm owner Mat Ish- 
bia for $4 billion. That was 
followed by the sale of the 


Milwaukee Bucks to Cleve- 
land Browns owners Jimmy 
and Dee Haslam for $3.5 bil- 
lion. Last November, Mark 
Cuban agreed to the sale 
of the majority of his Dal- 


las Mavericks’ ownership 
shares to Miriam Adelson 
and Patrick Dumont, who 
operates the Las Vegas 
Sands casino company, for 
$3.5 million.q 


TURIN, Italy (AP) — Eritrea’s 
Biniam Girmay became the 
first Black rider to win a Tour 
de France stage on Mon- 
day. 
Girmay said his sprint win in 
the mostly flat third leg was 
“for all Africans.” 
“We must be proud now. 
We are really part of the big 
races,” he said. “Now it’s our 
moment. It’s our time.” 
Before the podium celebra- 
tion, Girmay went over and 
greeted Eritrean fans wav- 
ing their country’s green, red 
and blue flag. 
“There is a whole continent 
that has been waiting for 
this,” said Aike Visbeek, the 
performance director for 
Girmay’s Intermarche-Wanty 
team. “It’s been done now, 
and I hope it will open the 
floodgates for more riders 
from Africa. He’s an ambas- 
sador in every way.” 
Meanwhile, Mark Caven- 
dish’s pursuit of a record- 
breaking 35th stage win 
was postponed by a crash 
ahead of him in the finale, 
and Olympic champion 
Richard Carapaz took the 
yellow jersey from Tadej Po- 
gacar, making him the first 
Ecuadorean to lead cy- 
cling’s biggest race. 


Girmay also made history 
in Italy two years ago when 
he won a stage at the Giro 
d’Italia to become the first 
Black African to take a vic- 
tory in a Grand Tour. But 
Girmay’s Giro victory was 
marred when he was rushed 
to a hospital after getting h it 
in the left eye by a prosecco 
cork he popped open dur- 


ing the podium celebration 
forcing him to abandon the 
race. Also in 2022, Girmay 
became the first rider from 
a sub-Saharan country to 
win a single-day classic at 
the Gent-Wevelgem race. 
Riders from only one other 
African country South Africa 
have won Tour stages: Rob- 
ert Hunter (2007) and Daryl 


Impey (2019). Four-time Tour 
champion Chris Froome was 
born and raised in Kenya but 
represented Britain. 
The 231-kilometer (144-mile) 
leg from Piacenza to Turin 
the longest stage of this Tour 
provided the first chance for 
a mass sprint. There will be 
at least a handful of other 
opportunities for sprinters as 


the race prepares to cross 
back into France following 
the first four stages in Italy. 
With time to start raising his 
arms before he crossed the 
line, Girmay finished just 
ahead of Fernando Gaviria 
and Arnaud De Lie. 
Cavendish has been tied 
with Eddy Merckx on 34 wins 
for three years and put off 
retirement to try again this 
year to break the record. 
Members of the Israel-Pre- 
mier Tech team fell ahead 
of Cavendish, who crossed 
113th but was given the 
same finishing time as Gir- 
may as per rules that neu- 
tralize the times in case of 
crashes in the final five kilo- 
meters. 
“I was just looking to stay up. 
I’m too little to see what’s 
going on but I could hear it,” 
Cavendish said. “Someone 
skidded and I was just wait- 
ing for someone to hit from 
behind. Luckily they didn’t 
and we kind of got through, 
but we were way off it and 
with 2.5K to go we were out 
of it. I don’t think anybody 
was seriously hurt and that’s 
the main thing.” 
Cavendish complimented 
Girmay, who won a reduced 
sprint. q 


Eritrea’s Biniam Girmay celebrates winning ahead of Belgium’s Arnaud de Lie, left, and Colombia’s 
Fernado Gavira, center right, during the third stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 230.8 
kilometers (143.4 miles) with start in Piacenza and finish in Turin, Italy, Monday, July 1, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Eritrea’s Biniam Girmay becomes the first Black rider to win a Tour 
de France stage 


Boston Celtics’ Jayson Tatum, right, and Celtics owner 
Wyc Grousbeck, center, celebrate their NBA basketball 
championship with a duck boat parade Friday, June 21, 2024, 
in Boston. 
Associated Press 


Ownership group of NBA champion Boston Celtics is putting team 
up for sale 
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By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) — 
Naomi Osaka had not won 
a match at Wimbledon in six 
years. Hadn’t even played 
there in five. Grass courts nev- 
er were her favorite surface. 
Twelve months ago at this 
time, Osaka was off the tour 
while becoming a mother 
her daughter, Shai, turns 1 
on Tuesday and recalls flip- 
ping on the TV in the hospital 
and seeing a certain Grand 
Slam event on the screen. 
“I’m just really excited to be 
here,” Osaka said Monday 
after pulling out a 6-1, 1-6, 
6-4 victory over Diane Parry 
in the first round at the All 
England Club by taking the 
last two games from 4-all in 
the third set. “It’s funny, be- 
cause Wimbledon was the 
first tournament I watched 
after pregnancy.” 
On a day when there was 
plenty of focus away from 
the courts and instead on 
the health and status of vari- 
ous players who have been 
ranked No. 1 and won mul- 
tiple major championships 
tournament favorite Aryna 
Sabalenka and Victoria Aza- 
renka, each a two-time Aus- 
tralian Open winner dealing 
with a bum shoulder, withdrew 
hours before they were due 
on court; Andy Murray, twice 
a titlist at Wimbledon, was 
trying to decide whether to 
compete less than 10 days 
after surgery to remove a cyst 


from his spinal cord another 
person fitting that description, 
Osaka, was making a happy 
return. 
She’s won the U.S. Open 
and Australian Open twice 
apiece on hard courts, but 
never has been past the third 
round on either Wimbledon’s 
grass or the French Open’s 
clay. Osaka had not entered 
Wimbledon since a first-round 
loss in 2019, and while she’s 
topped the WTA in the past, 
she is now No. 113 in the rank- 
ings after being off the tour 
for 15 months until returning 
in January. 
Before facing the 53rd-ranked 


Parry, Osaka said, she was 
sifting through pictures on 
her phone. 
“They have that feature, ‘This 
time last year.’ I was looking at 
that. I was looking at photos 
of myself in the hospital. It’s 
really cool to be here now,” 
Osaka said. “My mindset last 
year was just trying to survive. 
Honestly, I didn’t really know 
what was going on after I 
gave birth; just trying to piece 
myself back together.” 
Other big names who won on 
Day 1 at Wimbledon included 
reigning U.S. Open champion 
Coco Gauff, 2021 U.S. Open 
winner Emma Raducanu and 


three-time major champion 
Carlos Alcaraz, all on Centre 
Court. Alcaraz began his title 
defense feeling a bit jittery, 
he said afterward, but came 
through with a 7-6 (3), 7-5, 6-2 
victory over Estonian qualifier 
Mark Lajal. 
“I still get nerves when I am 
playing here,” said Alcaraz, 
who won the French Open 
last month to become, at 
21, the youngest man with 
a major trophy on three sur- 
faces. “I practiced 45 minutes 
on Thursday, and it’s the first 
time that I was nervous in a 
practice just because I’m 
playing here.” 


Lajal (pronounced la-YAHL), 
who’s a week younger, was 
making his Grand Slam debut 
and felt it to his core, too. 
“Two days before, I felt like I 
was going to throw up, I was 
so stressed,” said Lajal, who 
actually went up a break 
in each of the first two sets. 
“When I found out who I was 
playing, and where I was play- 
ing, I was super excited. But 
as it sunk in what I would be 
doing and who I was going 
to be playing I was stressed 
about playing in front of such 
a huge crowd on one of the 
biggest stages in tennis.” 
A year after a first-round exit 
at Wimbledon, Gauff elimi- 
nated Caroline Dolehide 6-1, 
6-2. Raducanu was a 7-6 (0), 
6-3 winner against Renata 
Zarazua, a late replacement 
when No. 22 Ekaterina Alex- 
androva pulled out because 
of an unspecified illness. 
Thinking back to her 2023 
loss to 2020 Australian Open 
champion Sofia Kenin, Gauff 
said: “It was a very tough mo- 
ment for me. I’m a little bit 
emotional.” 
But the All England Club also 
brings back good memories 
for the 20-year-old American, 
whose initial Slam appear- 
ance came after becoming 
the event’s youngest qualifier 
at 15 in 2019. 
“Wimbledon is the place 
I wouldn’t say where the 
dream started,” Gauff said, 
“but maybe where I believed 
the dream was possible.”q 


Naomi Osaka of Japan plays a backhand return to Diane Parry of France during their first round 
match of the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Monday, July 1, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Naomi Osaka wins at Wimbledon for the first time in 6 years, and 
Coco Gauff moves on, too 


Home Run Derby issues format change that limits the number of 
pitches each hitter will see 


By The Associated Press 
The Home Run Derby is al- 
tering its format. 
This year's event, which 
takes place on July 15 at 
Arlington, Texas, limits the 
number of pitches each hit- 
ter can face in each round 
and changes the setup of 
its opening round. 
In the first round and the 
semifinals, each hitter will 
get either three minutes or 
40 pitches, depending on 
which of those benchmarks 
gets reached first. In the fi- 
nal round, a hitter will get 
two minutes or 27 pitches. 
That doesn't include the 


bonus periods that hitters 
will get in each round. 
Under the previous format, 
hitters still faced a time limit 
but there wasn't any re- 
striction on the number of 
pitches they could face. 
Each hitter will get bonus 
pitches until they hit into 
three outs during that pe- 
riod. He gets a fourth out if 
he hits a homer that goes 
at least 425 feet in the bo- 
nus period. Under the old 
format, each hitter got an 
extra 30 seconds of bonus 
time and could receive an- 
other 30 seconds of bonus 
time if he hit two homers of 


at least 440 feet during the 
regulation period. 
All eight hitters will be com- 
peting against one another 
in the opening round, with 
the top four advancing to 
the semifinals. The semifi- 
nalists will be seeded de- 
pending on how many 
homers they hit in the first 
round. Under the previous 
format, the eight hitters 
essentially competed in a 
tournament, with one-on- 
one quarterfinal, semifinal 
and championship match- 
ups. They were seeded 
according to their season 
home-run totals.q 


American League's Randy Arozarena, of the Tampa Bay Rays, 
is introduced at the start of the MLB All-Star baseball Home Run 
Derby in Seattle, Monday, July 10, 2023. 
Associated Press 


